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´´ NEVER Trust

´´ NEVER Believe

´´ NEVER Challenge BOP Staff

´´ NEVER Be Rude

´´ NEVER Steal

´´ NEVER Talk Too Much

´´ NEVER Touch Others

´´ NEVER Stare

´´ NEVER Snitch

´´ NEVER Complain or Blame

´´ NEVER Be Nosey

´´ NEVER Show Off

´´ NEVER Cut in Line

´´ NEVER Go Into Another’s Cell or Sit on Someone’s Bunk

´´ NEVER Show Weakness or Emotion9

Donald Clemmer used the phrase prisonization to characterize the way 
that inmates experience the prison’s socialization process. Experts identify 
two different ways that values are formed in prisons (see Figure 13.2). First, 
the deprivation model argues that values are developed because of things 
that are missing in the prison environment and as a result of the oppressive 
environment found in prisons. In contrast, the importation model suggests 
that the presence of a distinct subculture in prisons simply reflects 
the values that inmates have imported from their outside world 
into prison. According to one research team,

Although the deprivation model and importation models tend 
to be antagonistic in their pure forms, the most widely held view 
today is that both external and indigenous influences must be 
considered for a full understanding of the inmate subculture. 
Prisoners bring certain orientations into institutions and these 
orientations intersect with the organizational and structural 
realities of the prison to produce the inmate subculture.10

Researchers have developed various strategies to measure 
the inmate subculture (see the “Criminal Justice and College 
Students” box in this chapter).

Not all criminologists agree with the traditional way that 
prisonization has been characterized. Some researchers have 
argued that the concept is “too general and too crude a con-
cept” on the grounds that prison will affect inmates in many dif-
ferent ways.11 From this perspective, it is argued that, although 

An inmate subculture defines appropriate rules and behavior for those who are 
incarcerated; this is portrayed frequently in the media on shows such as Orange Is the  
New Black.
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FIGURE 13.2

prisonization: The way that 
inmates experience the prison’s 
socialization process.
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http://www.rdaplawconsultants.com/prison-life/the-never-rules/never-trust/
http://www.rdaplawconsultants.com/prison-life/the-never-rules/never-believe/
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